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ANNCR: 

THE VISIT TO WEST GERMANY BY THF LEADER OF THE POLISH 
CATHOLIC CHURCH, STEFAN CARDINAL WYSZYSNKI, IS VIFWED IN THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC AS AN EVENT OF CONSIDERABLF SIGNIFICANCE FOR 
GERMAN-POLISH RELATIONS. VOA'S DOLPH HAERING SENT THIS BACKGROUND 
REPORT FROM MUNICH. 

VOICE: 

WEST GERMAN iAEDIA AREF GIVING UNUSUALLY EXTENSIVE COVERAGE TO 
CARDINAL WYSZYNSKI'S VISIT, AND THFY REFUSE TO ACCFPT OFFICIAL 
ASSURANCES THAT THE EVENT IS EXCLUSIVELY OF A RELIGIOUS NATURE. 
MOST COMMENTATORS HERE POINT OUT THAT THE POLISH PRIMATE'S ROLE 
IN GERMAN-POLISH RECONCILIATION SINCE WORLD WAR TWO HAS BEEN 
SO OUTSTANDING THAT NO ONE IN WEST GERMANY REGARDS HIM SOLELY 
AS A RELIGIOUS LEADER. 

THERE APPEARS TO BF EVIDFNCF THAT WEST GERMAN COMMENTATORS 
ARE CORRECT IN MAINTAINING THAT HIS VISIT GOES FAR BEYOND THF 
IMPORTANCE OF A CHURCH EVENT. IT'S WORTH NOTING, FOR EXAMPLE, 
THAT THE CARDINAL AND HIS DELEGATION WERF SFEN OFF AT WARSAW 
AIRPORT BY A LEADING GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL. ALSO, THEY WERF 
WELCOMED IN FRANKFURT BY THE POLISH AMBASSADOR TO WEST GERMANY. 
THIS IS SEEN HERE AS A STRONG INDICATION OF THE POLISH 
GOVERNMENT'S SUPPORT FOR THE TRIP. 

IN COMING TO WEST GERMANY, THE 77-YEAR-OLD CARDINAL IS 
BREAKING HIS OWN RULE NOT TO VISIT ANY FOREIGN PLACES BUT THE 
VATICAN, COMMENTATORS POINT OUT THAT WHILE POLISH COMMUNIST PARTY 
LEADER EDVARD GIEREK, DURING HIS VISIT HERE TWO YFARS AGO, WAS 


VIFWED PRIMARILY AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF SOME THREE MILLION 
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COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBERS IN POLAND, CARDINAL WYSZYNSKI IS SEEN AS 
THE REPRESENTATIVE OF MORE THAN THIRTY MILLION CATHOLIC POLES. 

WEST GERMANY COMMENTATORS ALSO POINT OUT THAT THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH PLAYS AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN POLAND, A ROLE UNMATCHED IN 
ANY OTHER EAST ERUOPFAN COMMUNIST COUNTRY, IT FREQUENTLY 
CRITICIZES THE COMMUNIST LEADERSHIP ON MAJOR ISSUES, AND FIGHTS 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. YET, THE CHURCH IS NOT REGARDED AS POLITICAL 
OPPOSITION, BUT RATHER AS AN INDISPENSIBLE PART OF NATIONAL LIFF. 
IT IS SEEN AS THE POLITICAL LEADERSHIP'S TOLERATED, IF NOT ALWAYS 
ACCEPTED, PARTNER, A FORCE THAT IS BADLY NEEDED TO EXERT ITS 
MODERATING .INFLUENCE ON THF POLISH PEOPLE IN TIMES OF POLITICAL 
OR ECONOMIC CRISES. 

IT IS NO WONDER THEREFORE, THAT MANY NOTED WEST GERMAN 
COMMENTATORS SFE IN CARDINAL WYSZYNSKI, THE TRUF REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE POLISH NATION, AND HIS VISIT AS A HIGHLY SYMBOLIC EVENT, 
THE WEST GERMAN WEEKLY "DIF ZEIT" ECHOES THE VIFWS OF MANY WHEN 
IT REFERS TO A "HIGHLY POLITICAL" VISIT. OTHER OBSFRVERS DESCRIBE 
IT AS THE CULMINATION OF POLISH-GERMAN RECONCILIATION, OF WHICH 
CARDINAL WYSZYNSKI HAS BEEN A LEADING FIGURE. 

EVEN NON-GERMAN NEWSPAPERS, INCLUDING THE NEUF ZUERCHER 
ZEITUNG OF SWITZERLAND AND THE TIMES OF LONDON, EMPHASIZE THESE 
ELEMENTS IN DISCUSSING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CARDINAL WYSZYNSKI'S 
VISIT TO WEST GERMANY. THEY DESCRIBE IT AS EPOCH-MAKING, AS 
SEALING A PHASE OF RECONCILIATION BFTWEEN POLES AND WEST GERMANS 
THIRTY-THREE YEARS AFTER THE END OF WORLD WAR TWO, 
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